Morphological changes in the proximal area of the rat's hair follicle during early catagen. An electron-microscopic study.
This electron-microscopic study of the catagen phase shows that the first alteration of regression of the follicle is localized in the papilla, where the cells withdraw their offshoots and break the contact with the basal lamina. Both at the level of the papilla and of the bulb structures appear that increase the cell cohesion. Under the influence of the outer root sheath an upward migration occurs. This is followed by plication and thickening of the basal lamina. The alterations in the connective tissue sheath occur in a further stage. The first signs of autolysis occur in the center of the epithelial column. At the end of the catagen stage macrophages take care of the clearing-up.